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SUMVARY:

Devils Lake is a termnal |ake | ocated in northeastern North
Dakota. Devils Lake has a long history of a wi de range of
fluctuating | ake levels. Since 1993, the | ake has risen
about 25 feet. Rising |ake |evels have resulted in danages
to homes, businesses, infrastructure, transportation
systens, and |and uses. Significant expenditures of
Federal, State, and |ocal funds have been required to

rel ocate structures and to raise and strengthen roads and

| evees. Wile these efforts will provide i mediate
protection, there is great concern that the | ake could
continue to rise. The Devils Lake basin is a subbasin of

t he Hudson Bay drai nage system Although Devils Lake has

not contributed to the Hudson Bay drai nage for many



centuries, there is a potential for the lake to rise to its
natural outlet elevation if the recent clinmate patterns
persist. There is a potential for substantial danages to
occur along the Sheyenne River, depending on the nagnitude

of the overfl ow event.

Pur pose and Need. The purpose of the proposed action is to

reduce the flood damages related to the rising | ake |evels
in the flood-prone areas around Devils Lake and to reduce

the potential for a natural overflow event.

Proposed Action. The proposed action is the construction of

an outlet fromDevils Lake, North Dakota, to the Sheyenne

Ri ver.

FOR FURTHER | NFORNMATI ON:

Questions concerning the DEIS can be directed to: Col onel
Kenneth S. Kasprisin, District Engineer, St. Paul D strict,
Corps of Engineers, ATTN. M. Robert Wiiting, 190 Fifth
Street East, St. Paul, M nnesota 55101-1638.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:

The 1997 Energency Suppl emental Appropriations Act provided

up to $5 mllion under the Flood Control and Coast al

Enmer gency account to conduct preconstruction engi neering and



design (PED) and prepare an associ ated Environnental | npact
Statenent (EI'S) for an emergency outlet at Devils Lake. A
Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS for an outlet fromDevils
Lake to the Sheyenne Ri ver under Public Law 105-18 was

published in the Federal Register on 21 Cctober 1997. That

study was not conpl et ed.

The Energy and Water Devel opnent Appropriations Acts of
1998, 1999, and 2000 included funds for construction of the
Devils Lake project subject to a determ nation of econonic
justification, conpliance with the National Environnental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, conpliance with the Boundary
Waters Treaty Act of 1909, and technical soundness. No

funds were provided to the Corps under these authorities.

An amount of $2 million was provided froma suppl enent al
appropriation in Fiscal Year 2000, and another $4 mllion
was included in the Fiscal Year 2001 appropriations. These
funds are for preconstruction engineering and design of an
energency outlet fromDevils Lake, North Dakota, to the
Sheyenne River. The Corps is issuing a revised Notice of

I ntent because of the changed authority and fundi ng.

Proposed Action. The proposed action in the authorizing

| egi sl ati on consists of an outlet to the Sheyenne River.
Many potential outlet routes and concepts have been

evaluated in prior studies. The route that has the greatest



potential for being inplenentable is the Peterson Coul ee
route. Therefore, it is likely that, followng an initial
screening, this will be the outlet alternative that will be
evaluated in detail. Further consideration would be needed
to determ ne the recommended outl et operation plan. The
eval uati on woul d address an array of operating plans rangi ng
froma discharge of 300 cubic feet per second (cfs)
constrai ned by downstream channel capacity and water quality
standards, to a 480 cfs unconstrai ned discharge. CQutlet
operation would be limted to 7 nonths of the year, from My

t hrough Novenber

Alternatives to be Investigated. The Corps will exam ne the

environnmental inpacts of the alternatives in an
Environnental Inpact Statement (EI'S) in accordance with the
Nat i onal Environnmental Policy Act (NEPA). The EIS will
identify and evaluate alternatives to the proposed action,
and will evaluate in detail only those alternatives that
nmeet the purpose and need identified previously.

Al ternatives include the foll ow ng:

Future Wthout the Proposed Project

The measures identified with this alternative are the base
condition upon which other alternatives are to be conpared
for inmpact assessnent under NEPA. This alternative assumnes

that the types of energency neasures currently being pursued



in the project area would continue to be inplenmented as
necessary due to rising | ake |l evels. These energency
measures include such actions as raising the | evees
protecting the City of Devils Lake and rel ocating hones if
the | ake |l evel continues to rise. |If technically and
econonm cal ly feasible, enmergency neasures may al so incl ude
bui l di ng tenporary | evees, raising selected roads and
railroads (wwthin limts of reasonable safety acceptance),
and protecting or relocating utilities. A continuation of
the current |evel of upper basin storage and neasures at the
| ocation of a natural overflow to mnimze erosion will also
be considered as potential features of the future w thout

t he proposed project. For the portion of the cost

ef fectiveness eval uation using a scenario approach, it wll
be assuned that the current wet cycle will continue, as

evi denced by U. S. Geol ogical Survey and University of North
Dakota studies, to the point of naturally overflowing into

t he Sheyenne River. Proposed actions by the State of North
Dakota, such as an overflow to Stunp Lake and a tenporary

outlet to the Sheyenne River along the Twin Lakes route,

will not be assuned to be included in the future w t hout
conditions alternative at this tine. |If either or both are
i npl enented, the evaluation of alternatives will be reviewed

to determ ne what neasures are needed to conplete NEPA with

t hi s changed base condition.



Upper Basi n Managenent

This alternative woul d exam ne taking further neasures in
t he upper basin to reduce inflowinto the |ake, such as
provi ding storage through retention structures, wetl and

restoration, or |and use change.

Expanded I nfrastructure Measures

Currently, roads are serving as barriers to the rising and
expandi ng waters of Devils Lake. These roads are acting as
dans; however, they were not constructed to function as
dans. This presents the possibility of safety concerns for
road users and people living in areas protected by the
roads. This alternative will exam ne taking additional
nmeasur es beyond those described in the future w thout the
proposed action alternative to ensure a safe |evel of flood

protection within the basin.

Conbi nations and Sensitivity Anal ysis

In addition to evaluation of the above alternatives

i ndependently, several conbinations of these alternatives
will also be addressed. To better understand the
sensitivity of assunptions used for the future without a

proposed project condition, the selected alternative will be



eval uated in conparison to at |east three other base

conditions. The other three scenarios are as foll ows:

1) No Additional Energency Measures will be done in the
Devi | s Lake basin.

2) A nore noderate scenario for future | ake stage
(maxi mum el evati on 1455).

3) An even nore noderate scenario for future | ake stage

(maxi mum el evati on 1450).

The DEI'S will discuss the proposed action and alternatives.
There will be an identification and eval uati on of

alternatives, additional supplenmental scoping, a discussion
of the direct inpacts of the proposed action, and a general
di scussion of the need for nonitoring project operation to

determ ne inpacts and mtigation needs.

Significant issues and resources to be identified in the
DEI S were determ ned through coordi nati on and scopi ng
activities with responsi ble Federal, State, Canadian, and

| ocal agencies; the general public; interested private
organi zations and parties; and affected Native Anmericans
during the previous scoping process. This scoping was
conducted in conjunction with the previous Devils Lake basin
studies. Significant issues identified through previous
scoping activities for discussion in the DEIS are as

foll ows:



1. Natural resources including: aquatic, wildlife,

veget ati on, wetlands, and riparian areas;

2. Cultural resources;

3. Water quality and quantity, groundwater, erosion,

sedi nentati on, and induced fl oodi ng;

4. Federally and State listed threatened or endangered

pl ant or ani mal species;

5. Social and econonic resources, soils, and downstream

wat er users;

6. Downstreamintrastate, interstate, and international

resources; and

7. Native Anerican and Tri bal Trust resources and

responsibilities.

Suppl enent al scopi ng/ public involvenment will be used to help
identify any additional concerns and issues. Anyone who has
an interest in participating in the devel opnent of the DEIS
isinvited to contact the St. Paul District, Corps of
Engineers. A notice of any neetings will be provided to

interested parties and to | ocal news nedi a.



Measures to address the project purpose and need are
considered to be major in scope. Project features have the
potential to result in significant inpacts. The Corps of
Engi neers' environnental review will be conducted accordi ng
to the requirenments of the National Environnental Policy Act
of 1969, National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Counci
on Environnental Quality Regul ati ons, Endangered Species Act
of 1973, Section 404 of the Cean Water Act, and applicable

| aws and regul ati ons.
It is anticipated that the DEIS will be available to the

public in February 2002. The EIS will be suppl enented as

appropri at e.

Kenneth S. Kasprisin

DATE Col onel, Corps of Engineers

Di strict Engi neer
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